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Economics 2N03: Public Policy Toward Business 
Fall 2021 

Instructor: Imran Abdool 

Email: abdooli@mcmaster.ca 
Office: Virtual 
Office Hours: Mondays 4-6pm or by appointment held over Zoom. Please email me for the 
meeting link. 
Lecture: (No lectures; course is asynchronous. Material will be posted on A2L. From time-to-time, 
optional virtual sessions will be scheduled, the purpose being to explain assignments. These will 
also be recorded and posted to Avenue) 

 
 
Some of the details in this course outline may change.  Please check Avenue to Learn for 
the most up-to-date information for this course. The course outline on Avenue to Learn will 
supersede previously published outlines until published course outlines are updated. 

 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Governments have an inescapable effect on the activities of business. Similarly, businesses and 
those involved in business can have a deep impact on how public policy is formed and 
administered. This interdependence occurs with and through all levels of government (federal, 
provincial, municipal as well as international) and all forms of business. This course examines 
those relationships, how they have evolved and their effects on both business and government. It 
does so by examining a range of issues including, but not limited to, competition policy, industrial 
policy, intellectual policy, natural resources and sustainability, and trade policy. Particular attention 
is given to current issues affecting the public policy environment and their interface with business. 
Readings will come primarily from the textbook. 

 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Students will gain understanding and appreciation of: 

• How public policy is formed, including how businesses and individuals can influence the 
process 

• The symbiotic effect of public policy on business, and business decision making on 
public policy 

• How policy makers must consider and reflect competing perspectives 
• How business strategies can and should be adjusted in anticipation of emerging policy 

direction 
• The tools they might employ to have an effect on public policy 

mailto:abdooli@mcmaster.ca
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REQUIRED TEXT 
James A. Brander, Government Policy Toward Business, fifth edition. Mississauga: John Wiley and 
Sons, 2014. 

Please note: 

• You require the 5th edition. (The 5th edition is substantively different from the 4th edition) 
• The course will largely follow the structure of the text. However: 

o Not all elements contained in the text will be explored in the course 
o Supplementary material such as articles from The Economist, the Financial Times, 

NY Times, The Atlantic and other sources will be covered (and tested!) in the course. 
Such readings add important perspectives and help you think through the real-world 
application of the theory. You should monitor announcements on Avenue as these 
readings will be announced there. 

 
COURSE EVALUATION 
 

A. Mid-Term I, 30% 
A “take home” test will be held on Monday October 18 (right after Reading Week) covering the 
material covered to that date. The test will be an essay format. 

Access to the test will open at 9 a.m. and the Midterm must be submitted by 9 a.m. the next day 
(24 hours later), Tuesday October 19.  
The Mid-Term can be considered “open book”. However, students that rely on their ability to look 
things up as they go, will unlikely finish enough of the exam to earn a mark with which they will be 
satisfied. In other words, students are going to have to do the work and study. 

 
 

B. Mid-Term II, 30% 
A “take home” test will be held on Monday November 22 covering the material covered to that 
date. The test will be an essay format. 

Access to the test will open at 9 a.m. and the Midterm must be submitted by 9 a.m. the next day 
(24 hours later), Tuesday November 23.  
The Mid-Term can be considered “open book”. However, students that rely on their ability to look 
things up as they go, will unlikely finish enough of the exam to earn a mark with which they will be 
satisfied. In other words, students are going to have to do the work and study. 

 
 

C. Project, 40% 
 
A description of this project and its requirements will be posted on Avenue to Learn in early 
November. The project is due by December 7th at 9am.
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WRITTEN WORK AND LATE SUBMISSIONS 
All written work will include consideration for grammar, clarity, and organization, as well as content 
and analysis. More details about the marking will be provided via course documents. 

Late submissions will not be accepted. 
 
 
 
UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
You are expected to exhibit honesty and use ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process. 
Academic credentials you earn are rooted in principles of honesty and academic integrity. It is 
your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty. 

Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in unearned 
academic credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade 
of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of 
F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university. For 
information on the various types of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity 
Policy, located at https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/university-policies-procedures- guidelines/ 

The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 
• plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has 

been obtained. 
• improper collaboration in group work. 
• copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 
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AUTHENTICITY / PLAGIARISM DETECTION 
Some courses may use a web-based service (Turnitin.com) to reveal authenticity and ownership 
of student submitted work. For courses using such software, students will be expected to submit 
their work electronically either directly to Turnitin.com or via an online learning platform (e.g. A2L, 
etc.) using plagiarism detection (a service supported by Turnitin.com) so it can be checked for 
academic dishonesty. 

 
Students who do not wish their work to be submitted through the plagiarism detection software 
must inform the Instructor before the assignment is due. No penalty will be assigned to a student 
who does not submit work to the plagiarism detection software. All submitted work is subject to 
normal verification that standards of academic integrity have been upheld (e.g., on-line 
search, other software, etc.). For more details about McMaster’s use of Turnitin.com please go to 
www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity. 

 

COURSES WITH AN ON-LINE ELEMENT 
Some courses may use on-line elements (e.g. e-mail, Avenue to Learn (A2L), LearnLink, web 
pages, capa, Moodle, ThinkingCap, etc.). Students should be aware that, when they access the 
electronic components of a course using these elements, private information such as first and last 
names, user names for the McMaster e-mail accounts, and program affiliation may become apparent 
to all other students in the same course. The available information is dependent on the technology 
used. Continuation in a course that uses on-line elements will be deemed consent to this 
disclosure. If you have any questions or concerns about such disclosure please discuss this with 
the course instructor. 

http://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity
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ONLINE PROCTORING 
Some courses may use online proctoring software for tests and exams. This software may require 
students to turn on their video camera, present identification, monitor and record their computer 
activities, and/or lock/restrict their browser or other applications/software during tests or exams. 
This software may be required to be installed before the test/exam begins. 

 
CONDUCT EXPECTATIONS 
As a McMaster student, you have the right to experience, and the responsibility to demonstrate, 
respectful and dignified interactions within all of our living, learning and working communities. 
These expectations are described in the Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities (the “Code”). 
All students share the responsibility of maintaining a positive environment for the academic and 
personal growth of all McMaster community members, whether in person or online. 

It is essential that students be mindful of their interactions online, as the Code remains in effect in 
virtual learning environments. The Code applies to any interactions that adversely affect, disrupt, or 
interfere with reasonable participation in University activities. Student disruptions or behaviours that 
interfere with university functions on online platforms (e.g. use of Avenue 2 Learn, WebEx or Zoom 
for delivery), will be taken very seriously and will be investigated. Outcomes may include restriction 
or removal of the involved students’ access to these platforms. 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Students with disabilities who require academic accommodation must contact Student 
Accessibility Services (SAS) at 905-525-9140 ext. 28652 or sas@mcmaster.ca to make 
arrangements with a Program Coordinator. For further information, consult McMaster University’s 
Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. 

 
 
REQUESTS FOR RELIEF FOR MISSED ACADEMIC TERM WORK 
McMaster Student Absence Form (MSAF): In the event of an absence for medical or other 
reasons, students should review and follow the Academic Regulation in the Undergraduate 
Calendar “Requests for Relief for Missed Academic Term Work”. 

 
 
ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION FOR RELIGIOUS, INDIGENOUS OR SPIRITUAL 
OBSERVANCES (RISO) 
Students requiring academic accommodation based on religious, indigenous or spiritual 
observances should follow the procedures set out in the RISO policy. Students should submit 
their request to their Faculty Office normally within 10 working days of the beginning of term in 
which they anticipate a need for accommodation or to the Registrar's Office prior to their 
examinations. Students should also contact their instructors as soon as possible to make 
alternative arrangements for classes, assignments, and tests. 

COPYRIGHT AND RECORDING 
Students are advised that lectures, demonstrations, performances, and any other course 
material provided by an instructor include copyright protected works. The Copyright Act and 
copyright law protect every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, including 
lectures by University instructors 

mailto:sas@mcmaster.ca
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The recording of lectures, tutorials, or other methods of instruction may occur during a course. 
Recording may be done by either the instructor for the purpose of authorized distribution, or by a 
student for the purpose of personal study. Students should be aware that their voice and/or 
image may be recorded by others during the class. Please speak with the instructor if this is a 
concern for you. 

EXTREME CIRCUMSTANCES 
The University reserves the right to change the dates and deadlines for any or all courses in 
extreme circumstances (e.g., severe weather, labour disruptions, etc.). Changes will be 
communicated through regular McMaster communication channels, such as McMaster Daily 
News, A2L and/or McMaster email. 
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SCHEDULE 
The intention is to follow the course schedule as described below. However, adjustments may be made as needed. Follow 
announcements on Avenue to Learn for any changes. 

 

Week  What issues, items or 
themes will be looking at? 

Readings & Review for the week? 

1 
(classes 
start 
Tues. 
Sept 7) 

Review syllabus 
Explain expectations 

1. No additional readings 

2 
(Mon 
Sept 
13) 

The Essential Role of 
Government Policy on 
Industry: A Case Study 

(We look at the evolution of 
the Canadian automotive 
manufacturing industry and 
the role of government in its 
development. 

1. Sweeney, B. Mordue G. and Carey, J. (2020). Resilient 
or Resistant? Canada’s Automotive Industry, 1960 - 
2017. Geoforum. 110, 125-135 

(Focus on sections 1, 3 and 4) 
 
 

3 
(Mon 
Sept 
20) 

Overview and Key Concepts 
for Business and Policy in 
Canada: How Things Ought 
to Work 

1. Brander, Chapters 1 and 2 
2. Globalisation has made the world a better place 

https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/jan/18/globali 
sation-world-trade-asia-global- 
poverty?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

3. Globalisation: the rise and fall of an idea that swept the 
world 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/14/globalisat 
ion-the-rise-and-fall-of-an-idea-that-swept-the- 
world?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other 

   

http://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/jan/18/globali
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/jul/14/globalisat
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4 
(Mon 
Sept 27 

How a Bill Becomes a Law 
Individual Assignment 
Description 
Normative Analysis of 
Government 

1. Reading: Brander Chapter 3 

 

5 
 
(Mon 
Oct 4) 

Fairness Ethics and Public 
Policy 
The Positive Theory of 
Government 
Explanation of Mid-Term 

1. Brander Chapter 4: Fairness and Ethics in Government 

2. Brander Chapter 5: The Positive Theory of Government 

 

Reading 
Week 

(Mon 
Oct 11) 

Study for Mid-Term 
Explanation of Major 
Assignment 

1. Posted Slides (Description of Major Assignment … due 
on November 11) 

6 
(Mon 
Oct 18) 

Write the Mid-Term 
(therefore, no unit this week) 
(Mid-term is October 18) 

The Mid-Term … 
 Will be held on Monday October 18 (right after 

Reading Week) 
 Will cover the material reviewed up to Week 5 (just before 

Reading Week) 
 

7 
(Mon 
Oct 26) 

Corporate Governance 
Markets and Market 
Regulation 

Brander Chapter 6: Firms and Markets 
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8 
(Mon 
Nov 2) 

Regulation of Public 
Enterprise 

 
Professional and Financial 
Regulation in Canada 

Brander Chapter 12: Regulation and Public Enterprise 
(pages 265 - 294) 
 

https://registry.cno.org/ 

https://www.cpso.on.ca/Public-Information-Services/Find-a- 
Doctor 

9 (Mon 
Nov 9) 

Understanding and Capturing 
Externalities 

 
Foreign Direct Investment 
 

Brander Chapter 9: Environmental Policy and Externalities 
(pages 189 - 212) 

 
Dapra, Jonathan; Wright, Roxana; and Wu, Chen, (2019) 
"FDI 101: An Overview of Foreign Direct Investment". 
Faculty Scholarship & Creative Works. (This is available via 
Google Scholar) 

 
 

10 The Mid-Term II … 
 Will be held on 

Monday Nov 22  
 

No new material; Midterm II 

11 
(Mon 
Nov 29) 

International Trade Policy 
and Canada 

Brander Chapter 8: International Trade Policy (pages 153 – 
188) 

 
Posted Slides 

http://www.cpso.on.ca/Public-Information-Services/Find-a-
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12 
(Mon 
Dec 6) 

Competition Policy 
Innovation Policy & Intellectual 
Property 

Brander Chapter 11: Competition Policy (pages 189 - 
212)  
Brander Chapter 13: Innovation Policy and Intellectual 
Property (pages 295 – 328) 
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